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IDEAS, IDENTITY, AND 

DIVINITY

While any chapter of the

history of philosophy can

teach us something

about the present state

of our discipline, the 17th

and 18th centuries were

arguably the most

formative in setting the

tone of philosophical

inquiry as we understand

it today. Are we free?

What can we know?

What is the human mind,

exactly, and how does it

work? Does God exist? 

The list goes on. Over the

course of this term we

will discuss the work of

Descartes, Spinoza,

Leibniz, Locke, Berkeley,

Malebranche, and Hume.

Our goal will be to

understand these

philosophers as they did

themselves, to work

alongside them as

apprentices so that we

can better understand

their influence (for better

or for worse).  

REQUIRED TEXT  

Roger Ariew and Eric

Watkins, eds.  

Modern Philosophy,  

ISBN: 978-0-87220-978-7 

Must bring book to class!

ASSIGNMENTS

Daily Reading Quizzes 

     (will drop lowest three) 

          25% 

Exercise: Exposition 

     Due 4/20, 11:00 PM 

          15% 

Exercise: Analysis 

     Due 5/11, 11:00 PM 

          15% 

Exercise: Research Planning 

     Due 5/31, 11:00 PM 

          15% 

Review Quiz 

     Date TBA 

          10% 

Final Paper 

     Due 6/15, 11:00 PM 

          20%
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Introduction to Early Modern Philosophy 

Descartes, Meditations on First Philosophy I and II (AW 40-47) 
Recommended AW 37-40 

Descartes, Meditations III and IV (AW 47-58) 

Descartes, Meditations V and VI (AW 58-68) 

Baruch Spinoza, The Ethics: Part I (AW 144-154)  

Spinoza, Ethics: Part I (AW 154-164) 

Spinoza, Ethics: Part II (AW 164-175) 

Spinoza, Ethics: Part II (AW 175-187) 

G. W. Leibniz, Discourse on Metaphysics (AW 224-238) 

Leibniz, Discourse (AW 238-247) 

Leibniz-Arnauld Correspondence (AW 248-264) 

Leibniz, The Monadology (AW 275-283) 

John Locke, An Essay Concerning Human Understanding Book I (316-318); II.1.1-5 
(318-320); II.8.7-26 (332-337) 

Locke, Essay II.27 (367-376); III.6 (381-386) 

Nicolas Malebranche, Search After Truth (AW 212-223) 

George Berkeley, Treatise Concerning the Principles of Human Knowledge (AW 447- 
453) 

NO CLASS 

David Hume, A Treatise of Human Nature (AW 517-532) 

Hume, An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding: Sections II-VI (AW 538-556) 

Hume, Enquiry: Section VII (556-564) 

 

PLEASE READ BEFORE CLASS

note :  schedule subject to change

READING 
SCHEDULE
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Attendance and participation 
While these do not directly affect your grade, please be 
aware of your responsibility in this class. If you miss class, I 
expect you to keep up with the reading. students who 
participate and pay attention during lecture are more likely 
to succeed. 
Note that disruptive behavior (sleeping, talking out of turn, 
using electronics, etc) may affect your final grade. 

Electronics 
The use of electronics during class is prohibited without 
documented extenuating circumstances. 

Grading 
I will distribute grading rubrics for each assignment ahead of 
time. I grade according to the following schema: 
F = 0-59% | D- = 60-62% | D = 63-66% | D+ = 67-69% 
C- = 70-72% | C = 73-76% | C+ = 77-79% 
B- = 80-82% | B = 83-86% | B+ = 87-89% 
A- = 90-93% | A = 94-98% | A+ = 99-100% 

Plagiarism 
Most assignments will be submitted to Canvas through 
Vericite. Plagiarism may result in a "zero" for the assignment 
or for the course, and cases may be referred to the university. 
Please do not plagiarize; it hardly seems worth it! 

Reading Quizzes 
Each day will begin with a *very* brief quiz comprising one to 
three questions (fill in the blank, true or false, short answer, 
etc) about the day's assigned reading. These test for 
content/comprehension, and are inteded as a replacement 
for an attendance grade. I will drop your three lowest scores 
(including missed quizzes).  

Exercise: Exposition 
This short paper's maximum word count is 800. You will 
describe (*not* evaluate) an argument like you would as part 
of a larger paper. Details TBD. 

Exercise: Analysis 
The maximum word count is 800. You will "unpack" and 
contextualize a given quote, like you might do as part of a 
larger paper. Details TBD. 

Exercise: Research Planning 
There is no word count requirement for this assignment. You 
will brainstorm possible theses for your final paper, consider 
their viability, and forecast a plan of action for your final. 
Details TBD. 

Review Quiz 

Most of the exam will concern terminology and basic 
differences between authors. Many of the questions will be 
recycled daily quizzes.  

Final Paper 
Word count between 1,800 and 2,400 words. You will realize 
(and perhaps adjust) the plan you set out in your third 
writing exercise. There will be several options, each with 
slightly different requirements. Much will be left up to you, 
but in the end it must be an argumentative essay. Details 
will be announced on 5/18 and discussed during Week 8. 
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